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The Native Americans interacted with the environment in several forms. An example is the use of fire to manage the forests and construction of structures for settlement. There was the cultivation of land for farming and some of the plants were considered sacred and their cultivation prohibited. The Native Americans related to the physical environment directly and used their traditional ecological knowledge to maintain and conserve the environment (Allen, 2002). The Native Americans managed the resources and altered the landscape with fire and passed this to future generations and it was accumulated wisdom and an obligation of each community member. The study of Native American ecological knowledge is essential in understanding their perspective and the ecological environment (Allen, 2003). There are myths which are not true about Native Americans and their ecological interaction, through the learning of these cultures one can discern the true relation between nature and the Native Americans.
The western cultures influence on the Native American ecological relations centered on the use of land resource for production and other industries. Based on the underlying cultural attitudes expressed through folklore, it is easy to discern why dominator cultures tend to turn their backs when it comes to ecological conservation. A lack of connection with nature goes beyond a crumbling natural landscape, as there is an equally apparent problem in terms of human relationships and human health. The Haudenosaunee depended on the natural resources around them to meet all of their basic needs (Allen. 2002). Because they lived in the Eastern Woodlands of North America, their food, clothing, and shelter, as well as the materials for making their tools and weapons. Hunting tools were a bow and arrow, tomahawks and clubs. They are accustomed to a nomad life and have little time to care for the environment. However, they indirectly affect the ecological balance in the food chain through their excessive hunting.
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